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" EDITORIAL
o a8 Richard is now;deep into ‘finishing projects and swotting for exams
it has fallen upon me to write the Editorial. After hours of sitting with pen
poised but nothing written Richard suggested to we that I should dig up a
newsletter from three years ago, copy out the Bditorial, because nobody would

remenber it, and be happy at that, I immediately discarded this idea, told
him to get on with his work and got down to writing what you are sbout to read.

Firstly I must tell you that the proposed 14,14.E.S. trip to Guildford
on the 25th. June was postponed because it clashed with this years I.if.L.E.C.
trials at Chingford. The Society is hoping to arrange a coach trip to Guildford
later in the year. Details of this will be pinned up in ‘the clubhouse, but I
hope to have the new date for the trip before the newsletter is finished.

The first coach trip of the year, to the Southern Federation Rally
at Blenheim Palace, was a great success and enjoyed by everybody. iore of
this later it - R ' R :

‘ The.two runs fer charity, one on kiay 15th. in aid of the Cheshire
Homes, and the other on June 7th. were also a great success. The amounts to
be donated to these two funds will be decided during the July committee
meeting. o

iiay L now take this oppurtunity on behalf of the Society to wish
our Hon. Sec. Ray liilliken a safe Journey "to Japan and an enjoysble visit.
We shall look forward with interest to reading of his experiences in the next
newsletter. o .

Now a reminder !! in article for the next newéietter would be very

much appreciated. The reserves are again very low (not one to be precise).
Copies for the Agtumn edition should be in by Sunday September Lth. at the

latest please. . GRAHAHTLINKINsi'
-~ =000 -~

SECRETARY 'S NOTES

Firstly may I thank via the meditii of this journal all those who
were kind enough to send messages of syupathy and offers of help during my
recent illness. I am sure most people will be pleased to know that I am fully
recovered with no permanent damage though a certain amount of 'wear and tear!,
Doctors appear to take a poor view of patients who engineer in their spare
time. iy Doctor, after convincing him' I was not a stevedors and did not go
coal mining in my holidays could not understand the amount of wear and was
looking strangely at my wife until she ‘showed him the models. He then prone=
ounced us all gquite mad and apparently bent on self destruction either from

s

injuries such as mine or instant bronchisl problems from the inhalation of
0il and smoke.

For the benefit of those wishing to take wedical advice it is as
follows: Sit by an open windaw (out of the draught) in a typist's swivel chair
(without the typist) and carve models out of 'balsa' wood taking care to wear
industrial gloves in case of a cut therefore incurring '{etanus' or sous
similar nuisance to the Natioanal liealth service.

I was wost grateful for the help in preparing my engines for ship=
ment %o Yokohama, without such help I should have had to cancel the whole
venture.,

Cont. Over



o “ﬂT_Héyihg'beehArempved'ffqm.thé S@cfétarialtsqene for, some time and .-
unable to attend events of late. this coupled with the strange aura within. -

. thé ‘Society ‘at present indicated my-réport would be better written after . .

returning from Jepan. - .

L ==000 s~ .
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_ On Saturday the . 21 éﬁq Hay ._wé ‘Hi'rj:ed.;a coach for a irip to' the
Southem Federation Rally, which this year was held.at the Oxford and Witney

| S.M.E. brack in ‘the grounds of Blenheim Palace. .. .. .

- The coach was loaded up and ready to go at the appointed time of
nine o'clock when the driver noticed that he had got a water leak in his
engine. He quickly disappeared to a public phone box to get another which
duly arrived very shortly afterwards. The, coaches were then unloaded and
loaded up again and we were once again ready to go. The party was not quite
as big as had been expected because one menber snd his family decided to go
by car and Ray Milliken's family could not go because Ray had a bad back
injury. The coach then departed from Hr. Parham's Autoyacht Garage st 9.40 aem.
with 38 people and 7, engines on board.: R NS R A

"7 [ The jouraey time to Blenheim, which. for the uninitiated is about
5 mil"es ‘North of Oifp_rd,__.”sms: three hours, almost to the winute. When we first
arrived there was some confusion shout whether we would be.able to-rum or - -
not because the track was booked up until after six o'clock which was when
‘our coach left for home, this was due to there being so many engines. So

. after one menber saying"we might as well go houe - then", the host:club reques-
© _ted for volunteers to change their running time to after six o'clock.so that -

we could all get o run. Seven kind volunteers then came forward to change
" “their running times and ‘we all eventually had a .run.. . - S '

. . The length of running time was restricted to aboilt half: an hour,
which, considering the amount of engines, was very reasonsble indeed... -
Steaming arrangements went very well considering that the steaming bays
were only designed to take a very few engines. This I. am sure was due to the
good orgenisation made by the host, club. o RO

'Thie; engmes from our club -f.ffhidh went by coach were $= .

" Reg Holdstock's = 34" gauge 4-8-2 "Cock of the South",-
Steve Woods ~ 35" % “Black Five'.
Peter Chislett's = 5" " .0-6-0 Terrier “Rolvenden®
' Fred LeRoche's =~ 5% 8 . Wy Glass “Groombridge".
" . Ken Lmkins = 5"' o “ L 0=h=0 "Joan®. : Co
. 'Graham Paviours = 5" . % . Sentinel S
‘Ray Wilkinson's =~ 5% " . 4-6-0 "Porguay Manox™. = [

_Another Maldstone engine was also present, this being Barry
Lawson's 33" gaupe freelance pacific "Wayfarer'. Barry had none of the troubles
wo encountered with petting a run, because, travelling by car he was able to
run after we left-at six o'clock. . . e L e s
While we were playing trains our lady: meubers went round the palace
and gardens and from what T heard they thoroughly enjoyed themselves.. @ . °

Cont. Qver,



Hany interesting engines were there apart frow ours... Quite a few
of these models had been based on prototypes from the last century which
included a model of the 2-2-2 "Aerolite" and the 2-4-0 "J,W.Baker". Two very
popular models at the rally were “Rob Roys" and Speed's, there being 3 or b
examples ‘of* each. Laurie Joyce's I,M.L.E.C. winning "King® was also present..
An engine-which I had not seen before was a 5" gauge 4-4-2 No, 182, "Lalla=-
Rookh", There were also two 5" gauge narrow gauge engines present, the first
was a straight-copy ‘of one of the Llanberis Lake Railway engines and the other
was not quite so conventional as it was a blue 0-4~2 saddle tank with a spark.
arresting chimmey, but the strange thing asbout it was that it had oscillating
ocylinders a la Mammod., Surprisingly these cylinders did not leak as much as
was expected by the spectators, One model which would have been especially
interesting to Ray was a 4" scale Burrell double crank traction engine. This
chuffed along all day pulling a truck-load.of people.

~“The coach’'left Blenheim at six o'clock and arrived back at the
Autoyacht Garagé at nine o'clock where it was apgreed that a good day had been
had by all. A special mention must go to Hr. L.F.Parham for the use of his
yard and Martin Parham for arranging the coach. _ _ N
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45 a life-long railway enthusiast I'suppose it is only natural that
as the railways decline and near their end, my interest in their history and
diminishing’ existence must increase; I need only to think of évents happening.
almost on. my own doorstep to realise that I, and thousands of wy age group
have lost an enviroment and way of life endeared to us by the railways, which
can never be regained. : IR S '

e o It has been said that nostalgia is a distorted view of'ﬁhe:péét;};ff
this may be partly true, but I find it's participation is a pleasant and .
soothing departure from the glamourised presentation of ‘violence, se;_quilj,;

pop, s0 be-~loved by to-day's press and television.

oo Many will vecall Tovil station, which in it's pre motor age was a -
busy little station catering for commuters of the Tovil industries and . .
provided - transport otherwise unavaileble to the surrounding community. = . .0
Remembered too, will be the little steam coach unit that served this line .

in off-peak periods, with it's peculiar array of rods between coaches and
engine, necessary for "push and pull" operation. The station and it's signal
box were closed on March 15th. 1943, four years after electrification. A
similar coach unit is still in operation on the Buckfastleigh - Totness line,
but of Great Westemn origin. 3 ST R o

) Close by to. this site a spur of single track from Maidstone West
still exists, trailing across the HMedway to serve the once flourishing marsh-
alling and goods depot for the Tovil industries. The construction of this spur
involved the provision of a steel bridge over the ifedway and two steel bridges
over roads, in addition a considersble dmount of eartf works werd employed
to not only satisfy these levels, but to provide a reasonable level plaleau

for four sidings, two of which terminate with covered bays.

...~ The bridges spanning the roads bear the date 1887 and give the nams. .
of the manufacturer as Westwood and Co. Ltd. When T saw the complex during
last sumser, it presented a most depressing sight, road transport had robbed
it of.all the hustle and bustle that once predominated and had only left.a . -
remnant as epitaph. - o " Cont.Qver
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- A-rake of seven steel vans stood in one of the bays, the vheel treads of only
two showed signs of recent wmovement, and the track they occupied appeared
_seldom used. The other three tracks could now and. again be traced amid the
overgrowth. o : :

 The Tov1l main road entrance to the complex stlll hae the unmlstakable
S.E.&C.R. tlmber constructed administration office guarding ‘the properﬁy, 1t'
green and creain palnt-worg now shedalng lt'e last flacee.,_ -

Faolng the road and fixed to this bullolog are two placard bOdrdS,.
whloh in days gone by, must have proudly presented poetere of goluen sands
and blue seas bathed in suashine, to which paradise the railway could speed
you. Now forlorn and covered in creepers, tne only vestive of paint left on
the boards is readable as " British Railways ": A pedestrian side entrance
to the property is protected by a broken, cast iron, notice board on which
the Southern Rallwey warne you not to tresspass on the Company 5 proPerQy.___

Legend has it that this 51ngle line spur was oxlglnally 1ntended
4o meander it's way to Headcorn, but I have found no authentic record to
support this intention. May-be the cost of the initial project was sufficient
G fire the 1mag1natlon with greater things to come 2?7?
: E.G.Rix.
To Be Gontinued. C '
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JHE LATE SID LONGLEY "ALIROUNDER EXTRAORDINARY "

I am sure it is with great regret partlcularly amongst the older
menbers of the Society that we have lost the previous Vice Chairman in the
person of 8id Longley. It has been my privilege to have known him perhaps
rather more than 25 years and from my very first few meetlngs I began to
reallse the all round ability that this wan possessed._” : : el

It was during the laying of the flrst track in hiote Park that I.,z,w
made his aquaintance and naturally our common interest drew us together
somewhat. After the oompletlon of my first loco and a few trisls on up and
down tracks Sids aid was ‘sought for a run at Mote Park. The appointed
evening duly arrived and a borrowed car saw my wife and engine on site at
the arranged time. Steam was up in record time with the aid of a foot pump,

a truck was provided and away we went in very enaoyable style, but only until
a steam joint to one cylinder blew. OF course this was a disappointment,

but the true generos;ty of my host then revealed itself. Realising that the
car was only for o one night stand he Klﬂdly offered to, take the engine to
his Workshop where I was to weet hium the next Sunday morning. Now 5id lived
at Barming, I was at the Willesborough end of Ashford, and the distance between
us had to be made by foot,bus and train. On arrival the repairs were put in.
hand with suitable guldanoe from my host that "if we wanted to run this
afternoon perhaps we had better do it this way". dfepairs completed, the goods
were delivered to the Park per Morris Series 'E' HKN 700 about as fast as
the -motor would itravel. 4 fine afternoons running was the result.

As a sowewhat rough hewn amatuer to a new game one could not help
but be very interested in $id's 1st. floor workshop. My eyes alighted on an
unusual angled bend in Ogee guttering, On engineering what this was for I
was shown the position where it was to be fitted and the existing leaking
lead item., As I remember the new unit was a welded structure suitably
shaped in both profile and angle to suit the unusual shape of the building.

Cont. Qver.,



I seem to remember wmy feeling that if this was the sort of standard that one
had to attain for sound model engineering then perhaps I had some consider-
ablé way to £0. ‘

‘ Sendlng and recéiving Morse Code at a fast speed was.another ability
that Sid possessed. A morse key and sounder was ripgged in his Workshop. Being
_in communications for a living I was expected to understand the messages he
sent and I didn't. His signalling hau been learnt during the First World War
where T believe he had been 1nvolved in the Gallipolli campaign and had =
subsequently arrived 'in some country on the Eastern side of Germany with a
view to a thrust from this quarter into the enemies territory. The privations
" that this corp endured for so long had really to be heard from one who was

there to be believed. 'Sid always went to the reunion of his army group each
year until 50 years elapsed after whlch there were not enough wen left to :
warrant the function. . -

wlap reading was another of his interests and it was an.education
to sit with him ( when hé did sit } and listen to his knowledge Geopraphy.
A goodly number of us remember the 31% gauge Pacific which was subsequently
to be seen on the, Tonbrldge track regularly. This was an E.VW. Twining,
d551gn, a wrlter who used to contrlbute regularly to the M. E. in bygone :'
years.

 During its life it certainly had at least two boilers, the second
being generally of the 'Heilan Lassie' design. It was for many years running
with unpainted stainless steel platework and cleading with the war time
utility motif on the tender sides. I always understood this steel was the
remainder of a Jjob that a contractor carried out on some part of Sids Fish
and Chip shop. It may well have been a utility engine but a first class
performer if ever there was. It had run alwost all its working life to make
funds for the M.M.E.S. In fact the flanges on sowe of the driving wheels
were like knife edges where they had persistently ground against the curved
rail. He 'also had a 24" gauge Pacific of much the same” design, This had a
w1dthen1ng rim attached to some of the driving wheels by countersunk screws_
in order to prevent the wheels dropping between the rails on curves. o
Needless to say these rims were only attached to those wheels which needed
the troatment and consequently all were not alike. His final loco, a B.H.
2=10-0 in 51" Bauge was constructed with considerable vigour but was sold
unfinished to Mr. Skues who finished it to a standard which would have o
pleased the orlglnal ovnexr. Parts of the chassis were constructed and given
by some members of ‘the Soclety as a token of their thanks, partlcularly for
his major part to the 1962/3 track extentlon, ‘and no doubt to spur its
recipient %o further efforts., $id who could be vexy forthright about most
thlngs was very touched by thls klnd glft. :

Mentlonlng the 1962/3 track extention cannot be allowed to pass
wlthout ‘s few vords . regarding our friends éfforts towards this venture, at g,
time when his age must have been closer to 70 than he would let us know, His
Horris 'E' and trailer were really the tractor and trailer that performed for
-agreat deal of that very bad winter doing miscellaneous transport duties
including earth moving, $id would drive the car would perpetially slipping .
and sending €arth clods high into the air and over anybody who happened to
be around. When returning his broad grin would indicate satisfaction at this
performance. But much as the membership tried to keep sid to the driving, an
idle shovel or tool was uore than he could tolerate.

- The production of small wetal parts was undertagen at Barming on
various tools produced by Mr. Rix. Many meubers occupied the wnrkshop for
long 58831ons and often in qui e 1arge numbers at any one time..

: - Cont. Over,
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o o ... - MHost.machine tools were pressed into service. The Drummond 3%"
" lathe which was purchased direct from the manufacturer's at Guildford and .
transported away there and then. It was rigged with a foot operated clutch -
“and lever .operated colletts. The produotion rate of parts was at a speed
not usually undertaken by "iodel Engineers®. 4 small horizontal milling . .
machine now in my. possession was one speoiality that was constructed with .
the gidof larger machine -tools at: the. local Technical College. Boiler ‘
making and repairs were undertaken and the assistance,that other meubers of .
the M,M.E,S. have recaiyad_pn,this;sprt of work deserves special wmention., ...

oo oo The "filling in" of initials engraved on silver cutlery, was a skill
" undertaken.. The stately home frow whence the pieces were obtained was never
indicated.., - - - . . .. . B A S SR T PSS VO TS B UL T STAIR ISV INES AT

_ A phone call {0 8id for info' was the-shortest .that could ever be,
.Certainly the telecommunications authority could not expectito maké -any undue
profit as a result, The replies to the questions might be thus; " Yes~Yes- No
Sunday,. someone has Jjust come dinto the shop" - finish. Sid had a veéry fine
turn,of hand at:brush painting .and lining, the .ticket writing for his General
Stores, Greengrocery and Pish and Chip business was. something to- uplift . v
anybody and all done quickly with little fuss.

e Tl e i ek
sowe o Tinally ‘the M.M.E.S, has been willed a bequest whith the comnittee
has been pleased to;receive on behalf of the:society. The provigion’of a seat
with a suitable inscription. is being examined currently.:Thinking back to the
associate him with ( of all things )} a seat. However I feel the plateiin .the-

clubhouse together with the seat will rewind us of our former colleagues

.. KEN LINKINS. -
voe-. o

el v THE NEXT  LOCOMOTIVE :
e+ SOME THOUGHTS IN ALL DIRKCITIONS

R TTINCTR I B N R A ) S ; ‘ R .

s el of'ten feel that an “interesting aspect of ‘our ‘hobby is_found in
all the research end delving about into the background of soue ‘features of
our next engine. e

After completing my L.B.& S:C. k. "Terrier" I decided to have a shot
at building one of those elegant and beautifully proportioned Adams 517 class
h=4=2 radiel tanks of the L.S.W.R, They were obviously designed to take one's
breath away! . D

The project seems to be progressing quite satisfactorily so far,
but there may be some bugs lurking about that will show themsélves before
long. This is the price one has to pay when wilaly carried away by the |
aesthetic appesrance of the long and elegant frontend with its outside
¢ylinders and sumall bogie wheels that get nicely in thé way of thé crosse
heads. Then of course - there is always the unknown guantity &f the boiler.
Don Young, who needs no introduction o anyone who builds small locouwotives,
says that the feature that wakes his V2 boiler really steam, is the pood
firebox volume cowbined with the ratio ‘of the clear area through the tubes %o
the grate area. He says that if this is around 15%. then all will be well.
Between this and 127 is satisfactory, but below the latter figure things pet
sticky and draught has to be forcea a bit to get enough steau.

I am looking forward to coming up to the attractive Adams fesatures
of his stovepipe chiimey and the double whistles. That stovepipe chiuney
somehow sets off all the proportions of the smofebox and front end to a nice-
ity, and people never quite realised it until they were replaced later by
the Cast Drummond variety. 7 Cont.Qver,



The double whistles retained by Adams on the L.S.W.R/ leads us divectly
back to the ealier days. of railway operation. The two whistles were of a d
different size and tone, having a seperate steam supply and 1ndepenﬂent valves
for actuating them. The smsll whistle was for ordinary use, such as warning -
any person on the line of ‘the approach of the train, or attracting the b
attention of the 31gnalmen or any other person in hearing. The large- whistle'
had a much deeper sound and was intended for use in foguy weather and for
signalling to the guards in the train oxr to the drivers of a331sting englnes o
when it was required that the brakes should be applied. _ o

The practise of using two whistles went out of vogue wany years ago, cr

probably falling into disuse following the "Regulation of Railways Act® of

1889, which made it compulsory for all passenger trains to be fitted with =
continucus automatic brakes and all traffic controlled under the absolute

block system of signalling, by which no train was permitted to enter any _
section of llne untll it had been cleared by the prev1ous traln at the far end.-f

| Tremendous strides had been made in the 1860's and 70's to improve
the power. and efficiency of locomotlves, although nothlng much had been done .
about stopping the trains, : :

Englneers of the day sreadfastly refused to flt any fbrm of brakes
to their locomotives'as they feared that the application of retarding forces <
to the driving wheels would strain the machinery. All that was dons was to
fit a hand brake to the wheels of the tender only. On passenger trains there'
:ﬁre just the. two ”brake vans " ~ one at the front of the traln and one at
8. Ireal. : : . :

A reeognised code of whistle was adopted‘whereby the driver whistled
for the brakes to be applied by the guards in the two brake vans, who then ‘
applied their hand brakes. o

Apart from phis -~ an express passenger train of the day, often
travelling at more than 60 m.p.h. was entirely devoid of brakes!
All this gives me a kind of apprehensive feeling that I must now
immediately "break off" and go. and check the hand operated sledge brake on
‘my driving truck! : S . .
DON PATERSON

- 000 -~

STOP PRESS

Sat. 6th. Avgust -~ Open day at iiote Park.
Sun. 28th. August - Exhibition ab Mote Park.

N.B, T here will be no August Committee Meetlng. The next one w1ll be. on |
Sunday the Lth. of Septeﬁber. .
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